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\ ' A Big Name in Moscow, The consu-'] 
N lar trcai 


FOREIGN RELATIONS ^) ar treaty is the keystone of President "j 
• i, A Matter of Mutual Advantage "Johnson's policy of "building bridges” to ! 
N Chairman William Fulbright sent j the East. Ratification would not only 
t down encouraging notes. Senator 'reduce the likelihood of international 

• Wayne Morse amicabiy asked just the' incidents over infractions by unlucky; 

* right leading questions and agreed cn- i‘or unwise tourists (which have increased 1 
thusiasticaliy with nearly everything the r as larger numbers of American travelers 
star witness said. To Secretary of State | — I8,00q.. last year— visit the Soviet 
Dean Rusk, appearing before the Sen- • Union); it would also serve as an im- 
atc Foreign Relations Committee, it jporlunt spur to other East-West agrcc- 
must have seemed like a remembrance ments. Though the Russians have, said , 
of days past— those halcyon, pre-Viot ' repeatedly that no major breakthrough 

. Nam days when he could be sure that i ca » come while the U.S. is fighting in 
; he had a solid majority of the com- j North Viet Nam, lesser agreements, no- 
> miltee behind him. The matter under : .tably the treaty banning weapons of. 
; : discussion, a consular treaty with the ntass destruction from outer space, 
i. ! Soviet Union, might itself have been signed in ceremonies in Moscow, Lon- 

i .1 . . e . . .. . , • r... 1 I flnn nnrl Wacliinrirnn Ion, on., 1 


. . [ the cause of some nostalgia, for it has 
j been wailing a long time for ratification 
| by the Senate. 


don, and Washington last .week, can’ 
still be reached. Such contacts, said 
Rusk, ‘‘can reduce misunderstand- 


. Not that the treaty is so remarkable j n 8s between our two countries and 
, i. or so very different from similar pacts ,n l * mc * 10 international coopera- 

the U.S. has with 28 other countries. t,on ,n area s where we arc able 
j.In its most important provisions, it t0 common interests and mutual 
would simply permit diplomats of both advantage.” 

'nations to assist their citizens who in the end, whether the treaty passes 
have run afoul of the law and have * a, ' s depends not so much on Rusk, 
been arrested in their travels. What Hoover or President Johnson . but, as in 
*■ bothered some Senators — and kept the, a *‘ 0{lier measures requiring the ap- 
’$! pact in limbo for more than 21 years proval. of two-thirds of the Senate, on 
■ was the fear, amply supported by , ^ inonty Leader Everett Dirksen, who 

ejatatements from FBI Director J. Edgar ! controls a pivot ql number of Rcpubli- 
. jTIoover, that Soviet officials would, p an vol j cs - At week’s end, Dirksen was 
use their U.S. consulates as espionage ; mc m , l ? against the treaty, but 
! centers. -;.was clearly open to — and vastly en- 

■ The Hoover letters. Hoover's testi- * jj^y cc ^ —aUempts to- change his mind, 

)' mony, offered to a House committee in, Jr 1 ne 8l 'PP“ ants > 8au l was a 

( 1965, has been the principal roadblock: y° un & man from the Soviet embassy. 

to ratification. Last week Rusk sought '/His comc-cu, *as ‘Yours is a big name 
I to minimize its impact by citing a let* m Moscow, " Dirksen recounted glcc- 
; ter from the director agreeing that the . fully, “but I, told him X only wanted to 
, ; FBI could handle any increased sccu-t " a k*8 name here and preferably in 
rily problems resulting from the treaty.' the s tate of Illinois," ; } { ^ ^ - j 
But Rusk's intent was at least . partly ~T! "T” 7 ” 

’ j vitiated by the grudging tone of Hoo- ; . 

j ver’s letter and by a later Hoover letter , ^ ■_!• 

’ ; that South Dakota’s Karl Mundt, the] ' /’ \ • 

treaty’s most vocal opponent, brought! 

• forth. Though the FBI could lake on the’! ‘ 

; increased burden, Hoover conceded to : • / : :• . 

Mundt, its work under the treaty would . 

be "more difficult.” 1 • 

Rusk, for his part, never denied that! ... . •. . ‘ • 

j the Russians might use consulates fori . - 

i spying — in the past decade, 28 Russian; / V . 

officials have either been expelled or 
: arrested for espionage — but noted 
ply that ten to 15 Soviet consular of-: 

ficials, added to the 452 who already) 1 ■ !•; 

.enjoy diplomatic immunity in the Wash-! 

. ington embassy and' the U.N. mission,; - 

would not “add significantly to the risk.”’ , 

Spying, of course, has never been 

claimed as a Russian monopoly, and . , / 

Morse asked if di p ci A . might not enjoy! ' 

snooping from tfitTproposed U.S. con- , 

■ sulate, tentatively slated for Leningrad, I 
1 Under Secretary of State Nicholas Katz-i 
‘enbach replied somewhat uncomfortably! 
that, indeed, “the treaty is reciprocal.” L,j 
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